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“Look, look, Mrs. A, look, look what 
I found,” students were shouting out 
their finds during an archeological dig 
at Freedom Elementary on Nov. 2. 

“I found something.” “It’s shiny.” 
“It’s in two different sections (quadrants 
within the grid pattern created on the 
dig field), does that matter?” “What is 
this?”

“Keep digging so you can find out 
what it is, but be gentle so you don’t 
damage the artifact,” said “Mrs. A,” 
who is Johanna Adamson, the art 
teacher at Freedom Elementary. 

Seeded with items that might have 

Our APR score will be announced 
on Monday ... it’s good news!

Students dig up colonial ‘artifacts’ at Freedom
been found at a colonial homestead site, 
such as a pots, pans, tools, wood planks, 
animal bones and horse harnesses, the 
dig generated enthusiasm for history, 
math, science, English and art.  

Fourth graders worked in teams that 
would quickly change and shift when 
an unusual item, such as animal bones, 
began to emerge from the field. 

“This cross-disciplinary lesson 
encompasses so many learning 
standards, but students don’t even 
realize they are applying fairly complex 
theoretical concepts. They are just 
having fun,” Adamson said. “When I 

envisioned this project, I had hoped 
students would enjoy it but it even 
exceeded my expectations. Students 
remained enthusiastic, engaged and 
involved throughout the entire process.”

After removing an item from the 
soil, students would next take it to 
an area where more dirt would be 
screened from it and then students 
put the finishing touches on an object 
by brushing away any remaining dirt. 
Next, they moved the item to the 
measuring station where they took the 
object’s weight, height, length and 
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depth and then drew it in 
their archeological dig 
journals. Based on the 
item’s location and its 
measurements, students 
stated their hypothesis 
about what the object 
might be. Students 
came up with ideas 
about how the object 
might have been used 
and then applied details 
(evidence) to support 
their hypothesis. 

One item that stumped 
some students was a 
canning jar holder.  
Students guessed that 
it could be scissors or 
a tool for the field, but 
eventually learned it 
was used to remove jars 
of canned goods from 
the hot water during the 
canning process.

Funding for the 
equipment was made 
possible through a grant 
from Sellers-Sexton 
when Adamson was 
named Teacher of the 
Quarter in October. 

Dig
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Students “discovered” 
pots, pans, tools, 
skulls, wood planks 
and cooking utensils 
buried in their 
archeological dig.  

Once students uncovered an “artifact,” they cleaned 
it, measured it, tried to identify it and then recorded 
their findings. 



EDITOR’S NOTE:  On Friday, 
Oct. 28, Missouri’s Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education issued the news release 
below that includes information 
about Waynesville Schools:

Representatives from the Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education, the National Math + 
Science Initiative (NMSI) and local 
school districts reported to the State 
Board of Education on Tuesday about 
a shared goal for a greater rate of 
Missouri students completing advanced 
placement science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM) courses.

With studies showing that the 
United States may be short as many 
as three million high-skilled workers 
by 2018, NMSI (pronounced: NIM-
see) aims to grow interest in STEM 
at an early age for students, allowing 
them to succeed in rigorous math 
and science courses. For grades 3-12, 
NMSI provides content-based, teacher-
to-teacher coaching to improve the 
quality of STEM instruction, with the 
program also expanding the number of 
traditionally underrepresented students 
achieving at high levels. NMSI funds 

DESE praises Waynesville for 260% increase in 
qualifying test scores in AP English, science, math

target open enrollment incentives, 
extensive teacher and student support, 
weekend study sessions, assistance with 
exam fees, classroom equipment and 
supplies and awards for achievement.

“We are focused on improving 
measurable outcomes in math and 
science,” Marcus Lingenfelter, Vice 
President of State and Federal Programs 
for NMSI said. “When we make 
decisions on sites, we look at district 
and building leadership, and we have 
been extraordinarily pleased with the 
leaders we have had the pleasure of 
working with in Missouri.”

 At the local level, Missouri school 
districts have received financial grants 
from NMSI to build upon current 
progress. On Sept. 29, the Knob Noster 
R-VIII school district was presented a 
$400,000 check as part of a Department 
of Defense (DOD)-funded grant 
from NMSI to implement a college 
readiness program in the district during 
a presentation at Whiteman Air Force 
Base.

 “One of our goals in the Top 10 
by 20 program is to ensure that all 
graduates are prepared and ready 
for success when they graduate,” 

Commissioner of Education Margie 
Vandeven said. “Initiatives like these 
move us closer to that goal. Students are 
provided exposure to deeper learning 
found in advanced courses taught by 
highly trained teachers in their familiar 
high school settings.”

 Previously, NMSI awarded $300,000 
over a three-year period to the 
Waynesville R-VI school district, which 
directly impacts dependents of the Fort 
Leonard Wood U.S. Army installation. 
Students in that district saw a 260% 
increase in math, science and English 
advanced placement qualifying scores 
in just the second-year following the 
NMSI grant.

 “We realize that for the Army’s 
continued investment in our community, 
the education has to be top quality,” 
Waynesville R-VI Superintendent Brian 
Henry said. “NMSI provides students 
in a rural area the same opportunities as 
their peers in school districts across the 
state.”

 NMSI’s role with Missouri education 
supports the Department’s Top 10 by 
20 campaign, which aims for student 
achievement in Missouri to rank among 
the top 10 states by 2020.

Kalani Ferguson, a senior in the 
commercial printing class, has been named 
the September 2016 Waynesville Career 
Center Student of the Month.

Instructor Bryan Schaffner had this to say 
about Ferguson, a Waynesville High School 
student:
    “If I could put a 20 on work ethic this 
would be Kalani. Kalani is probably the 
brightest and hardest working student I have 
ever had in my class. She does everything 
asked of her and more. If I am working with 
another student and someone else needs help 
she jumps right in and helps whenever she can. The dream class would be full of students like 
her. Kalani is also liked by everyone in class and is a leader in my afternoon class.  I would also 
like to mention that she was a National SkillsUSA winner this summer as a junior.”

Ferguson named 
WCC Student of 
Month

Pictured are Dr. Traci Pattison, director of 
the Waynesville Career Center, and Kalani 
Ferguson, the WCC September Student of the 
Month.

The Waynesville 
Career Center will 
celebrate its 50th 
Anniversary on 
Thursday, Nov. 10, 
with an open house 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Staff members 
are encouraged to 
come out for the 
event. 



 A vehicle struck the rear of a Waynesville R-VI 
school bus at about 7 a.m. Nov. 1, near the square 
in downtown Waynesville.
The bus, carrying students in grades 6 through 12 

on Bus Route 41, was traveling westbound on Old 
Route 66 at the time of the accident.
No serious injuries were immediately reported; 

however, an ambulance was called to the scene 
to examine the students. At the request of their 
parents, two students were transported via 
ambulance to a nearby hospital. Medical personnel 
and their parents will determine what, if any, further 
medical evaluation and treatment may be needed 
for the remaining students.
 Some students were released to their parents and 

transported to school by their parents; the remaining 
students were taken via bus to their schools.  

Thayer Elementary hosted the Second Annual 
Dance Recital on Friday evening, Oct. 28, with 
each grade level performing a choreographed dance 
routine to Halloween-themed songs.

Following a welcome by Principal Robyn Justice, 
fifth grader Morgan Storie opened the event with the 
National Anthem. 

With white “bones” painted on their clothes, the 
Kindergarteners and first graders glowed in the dark 
as they performed their routine to The Skeleton 
Dance.

Wearing a variety of costumes, second and third 
graders danced to the Monster Mash, while fourth 
and fifth graders produced their own zombie walk to 
Thriller.

In between the grade level acts, Grace Eke and 
Lyssandra Rodriguez performed a duet to the 
Rhythm is Gonna Get You; Kaitlyn Sibayan danced 
to the Witch Doctor; Ryan Ungerecht served up 
some humor as the night’s solo comedian; and 
George May performed to Ghost Busters.

The event was produced by Wendy Finch and 
Monica Vega with assistance from their 
fellow Thayer staff members, PTO 
members, parents and the school’s Partners 
In Education, the 35th Engineer Battalion.

A highlight of the evening included a 
dance off between the Tiger and a Thayer 
parent.

The event raised funds for Thayer’s 
positive behavior system and to support 
PBS functions.

Thayer hosts Halloween-themed dance recital

Thayer Elementary’s Second Annual 
Dance Recital was a hit with students 
performing a variety of dance routines 
and other acts. At left are the show’s 
producers.

Vehicle strikes rear of bus

The storage shed located behind Waynesville Middle School was 
moved by Waynesville R-VI staff on Wednesday to its new home next 
to the restrooms at Slaughter Field. The shed was moved to make way 
for the future academic wing that is going to be added to the middle 
school.



Waynesville Middle School students – some 
dressed in costume for the event – helped make 
Halloween fun for those visiting the Waynesville-St. 
Robert Senior Citizens Center on Oct. 31. 

The Tiger Outreach leadership students handed 
out suckers they decorated as ghosts and miniature pumpkins 
they crafted from yarn to each senior. The Advanced Choir, led by 
director Cydnee Gilmore, performed two songs for the students, 
including the National Anthem.

Following the delivery of treats and the singing, middle school 
students sat and visited with the seniors to learn more about it was 
like many years ago. One group learned from a 93-year-old about 
telephones of the past and how everyone could listen in on the 
“party line.”

“You always knew what was going on with your neighbors 
because we would listen in,” the senior told the middle school 
students. “There were no secrets.”

 She also shared how all of the grades went to school in a one-
room school house and there were four or five in her graduating 
class. Middle school students shared that they have approximately 
400 students in their grade.

Middle school students 
sing and provide treats 
for senior citizens 

During his Super Session this 
morning, Dr. Brian Henry praised 
Waynesville Middle School staff 
for improving student attendance, 
kicking off a problem-based learning 
pilot in 7th grade, improving climate 
survey results, 8th graders who are 
taking Algebra scoring proficient 
or advanced, and for implementing 
four leadership classrooms. He 
also asked for their patience and 
understanding once construction 
begins on their new academic wing. 

Top, Waynesville Middle School students talk about phones 
with a senior citizen. Above, Cydnee Gilmore leads the 
Advanced Choir as they sing at the Waynesville-St. Robert 
Senoir Citizens Center. 



The Fort Leonard Wood Thrift Store 
presented a check for the Snack in a Pack 
Program to purchase food items to provide 
more than 280 students in the Waynesville 
R-VI School district supplemental food 
packs.  

The check was presented on Oct. 29 to 
Todd Whalen, community resource director 
and AmeriCorps VISTA members. 

For more information about the Snack in 
a Pack program, or to learn how you can 
help, contact AmeriCorps VISTA at spack@
waynesville.k12.mo.us or call at 573-842-
2651.

The Pick Alternative Education program was also presented a check from 
members of the FLW Thrift Store Grant Board.  They received $378.90 to 
purchase shirts for staff and students that will display the school’s motto 
of: “Right Place, Right Time, Right Mind.”  The students at Pick will work 
collaboratively to design the shirts, in an effort to convey a sense of pride and 
cohesiveness amongst the school community. 

FLW Thrift Shop 
donates funds to 
Snack in a Pack 

The Rotary Club of Pulaski County 
donated dictionaries to third 
graders this week at Wood, Thayer 
and Partridge. 

Two Waynesville High School soccer players – Brandon Hofmann (photo at right) 
and Danny Sesay (#23) – were named to Class 4 Boys Soccer all District first 
team for District 9. Jorge Arriaga and Isaac Swanson were named to the second 
team.


